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Marcus Borg
Speaking on Holy Week

• Palm Sunday is a day of two processions, an empirical procession and a counter 
empirical procession

• Monday: the temple was the center of the native domination system. the high 
priestly family had the temple as the center of their political rule. the temple had the 
economic center of the native domination. records of debt were kept in the temple 
(the first act of the revolutionaries in taking over the temple first ‘burned the debt’). it is 
Jesus actions in the temple that require of him to be arrested

• Tuesday: launches a series of conflicts between Jesus and Disciples and the 
authorities. The authorities (chief priest & elders), they ask Jesus a question “by what 
authority are you doing these things?” Jesus responds, I’ll answer your question if 
you answer my question. The crowd is consistently on his side throughout Holy 
Week. Authorities are trying to separate crowd from Jesus. Parable of wicked tenets, 
the vineyard is a classic symbol for Israel and the wicked tenets are not all the people, 
but the authority figures.. so it could be that the parable could called the parable of the 
greedy tenets. Giving unto Caesar.. centuries late we have the ‘separation of church 
and state’ theology. however that is not what Mark is getting at. Mark says, it’s a trap 
question by the pharisees. “is it lawful to pay taxes to caesar or not?” if he says no, 
then those in the crowd then he could be arrested, if he says yes then those in the 
crowd would split from Jesus. there was two different coins of the day, one with an 
image and inscription and one without. a good Jew wouldn’t have a coin with an 
image. the fact that the Pharisees had one of the image bearing coins separates them. 
so why not, give the coin with his image to him.. everything belongs to God. 
Sadducees ask of a woman who has married a number of times who would be her 
husband in the afterlife, which is a good question for those that continue think of 
heaven as an extension of life on earth. Jesus says that they cease to belong to one 
another, but become spirit of angels. “Beware of the scribes, they devour widows 
houses.” the only way you could aquire land in those days is by loaning money and 
foreclosing on debtors.

• Wednesday: relatively brief day. an unnamed woman anoints Jesus. Judas plots the 
betrayal of Jesus.

• Thursday: the garden
• Friday: the high priests turn Jesus over to the roman government. Pilot asks “are You 

the King of the Jews?” Jesus who has been silent up until this point responds “so 
you say” and goes back to being silent. The being silent is a refusal to accept the 
authority. As Mark tells the story. Holy Week is about Jesus confronts the authorities 
and they kill him. Good Friday is about the domination system and the execution of 
Jesus. We’ve domesticated this story.. we are the only major religion who’s leader 
was executed by authority, Jesus, Paul, Peter & James after that “what is this, a 
stream of bad luck.” 

• Easter: there are no stories of Jesus appearing to his disciples in Mark. yet, it makes 
the essential point. The women go to the tomb & find the tomb empty. Believe 
whatever you want about the validity, but what do these stories mean in parable 
narrative? The angel spells out the meaning, “why do you look for the living among 
the dead?” Jesus is not a figure of the past, but a figure of the present rising above 
the empire. God’s reversal of Good Friday



• If we really want to understand the meaning of Holy Week we need to broaden the 
meaning of “passion.” It is what the passion of Jesus is passionate about that lead to 
his death. He was passionate about God and people of God.

• Memories of a childhood with Easter, remembering an African spiritual “were you 
there.” We have a crucified Lord, what does it mean to follow a crucified Lord who was 
killed by the authority. “Do you accept Jesus Christ as your PERSONAL Lord and 
Savior?” “Do you accept Jesus Christ as your POLITICAL Lord and Savior?”

• Lent, the Bible, Holy Week, etc. are both Personal and Political. 

Walter Brueggemann
• We are trying to learn from the ground up how to read the bible. We are having to 

unlearn so much. We were basically given an misreading of Paul. We have been 
solely given the message of Paul is about sin & salvation

• Since Constantine the Gospel has been domesticated to fit the empire.
• since the 70’s the revolts have begun and the old order is out. the 70’s marks times 

when empire went outside the elite reading that pervaded.

• Exodus 11:5-6, they remember all the wonderful food they had with Pharaoh. they 
remember they had food and order and being in the wilderness with very fragile 
resources. they knew they could not live without God’s presence.

• Crisis of God’s Presence: Ex.17:1-7 it is the crisis of water, leaving the domination 
system feels like a death sentence. Because God’s absence means death, unless 
we move back to Pharaohs food and order. Ex.33 12-13, Moses says to God, you 
started this think, Israel wasn’t my idea but yours. 19, you ain’t going to see my Glory, 
because if you see that then you control me, but i will show you my goodness. I will 
be good to who I am. You can’t say to God, I gotcha. a life of faith is risky-er than a life 
in the empire. You can’t establish a safe economy on such an elusive God, so they 
move closer to Pharaoh’s system. David doesn’t build a temple, because YahWeh 
is about freedom and cannot be contained. however, Solomon did want to build a 
great state, was married to Pharaohs daughter, and used the same economic 
structure. 1Kings8, there was a great procession of the chiefs, the scribes, and heads 
of houses (all the urban elite's). 1Kings8:12, the choir sang a new anthem, “I Solomon 
have built you a great house, for you to live in forever.” God has become a full-time 
resident in the capital of Jerusalem. Referencing, Psalm46, Psalm76. Psalm87, you 
get the impression they are not so interested in God so much anymore, but with 
building. Churches don’t ever talk about ‘the ministry’ but about the history of the 
building.. Psalm48, it describes the temple and then says “this is our God” which 
could elude to the temple and not God. God’s presence is now robbed of freedom, 
but Israel knows that a God without freedom cannot save. 1Kings8:9, looks into the 
ark. 1Kings8:27, the heavens of heavens cannot contain you. This is a deconstructive 
note to not takes it’s claims too seriously. If the move from the Torah to the Prophets. 

• Micah3:12, he’s a rural prophet who comes to town to condemn the urban elite. 
‘therefore’ Jerusalem will be destroyed, turned into a thicket where groundhogs and 
rats live. The urban elite system will only last for so long, Micah says no you can’t, not 
even in Jerusalem. 

• Jer.26, Jeremiah is on trial for what he said in chapter7. You know why you can’t kill 
this guy, is because Micah said (Micah3:12) and saved Jeremiah. It comes off 
differently in Ezekiel. 

• Ez.8-9, there is a walk through the temple, the worship of snakes, atm machines.. all 
the instruments of the empire are present in Jerusalem. So God says, get a 
notebook, take names cause I’m going to Kick Ass.

• Because God had been so robbed of his freedom, he became and idol that was 
useful, but not powerful.



• The big problem in the bible is not atheism, the big problem is idolatry.

• Connections: 1. in 16th century, the question was, how is Christ present in the 
Eucharist? 2.  churches temptation to idolatry, we have our vehicles of presence that 
are characteristics of power. The temple had the tools for control. We all believe there 
is no salvation outside “our” church, because we got God inside our church. That’s 
what they thought in rome, egypt, and jerusalem. God has become a pet. Then the 
canonizing committee stuck in Job. Job38, after all these moral calculations & God 
says “com’mon.” Job goes on, and God says, “is there anything else you want to 
say?” I like Job because he can carry on a conversation about freedom. 3. 
Temptation to idolatrous presence that takes on worldly form.  the absolutizing of 
patriotism, the market, the flag is done through “sloganeering.” That’s why we can’t 
dumb down to slogans as a church, the truth isn’t that simple. The temptation to 
absolutize any presence and thus close of God... 

• “Any theological, moral claim that gives entitlement is idolatrous. Any claim that God is 
on our side is a replica of the Jerusalem temple.”

• Psaml89, ‘Lord where is your steadfast love, I don’t see any evidence of it?”
• The church must witness to God’s presence, in the midst of presence the church must 

witness by God’s freedom. 
• Isa.2:12, for the Lord of the troops have a day..... (this was a text that WB was 

teaching on Sept.11th, 2001)
• Our practice of the presence has become idolatrous. When the practice becomes 

idolatrous the whole thing crashes in.

B&B Dialogue
• MB calls out Asbury for teaching seminarians within the context of the empire.
• WB, we need to think through how we intentionally take 
• “Enchantments of Judaism” they help you imagine you are a Jew, the day you cease 

to imagine you are a Jew you cease to be a Jew. We lived in a day where you didn’t 
have to imagine how to be a Christian, we are no longer there.

• WB, church people need to learn to do social analysis. Learn to follow the money. 
Church people are so naive that we need to learn to read the power grid to see how 
the little stuff relates to the big stuff. I don’t think we are adept in making those kinds of 
connections. We as pastors need to give informed exegesis... or doing it the way I 
do it.

• MB, if you vision for a Christian is being a biblical literalism and then you realize that it 
doesn’t work, then you lead down a path of atheism.

• WB, a prophet in the OT is someone that has lived so close to God that he or she is 
capable of imagining the world. Prophets are not social activists. OT prophets did not 
address concrete issues, they generally spouted poetry. Poetry is at the heart of the 
prose out of the hands of the empire. All the talk about the military and sexuality is all 
a cover up for what is in the soul and the prophets bring out which we try to cover up.

• MB, if you examine the rhetoric of presidential speech writing that they use language 
about God and Jesus and apply it towards the U.S. There are a lot of fighting by the 
Christian right without addressing the real issues of the Christian right. ie. an issue of 
doing tax bases that hold social structures need the poor and marginalized to vote for 
them so they use other issues as gay marriage, terri shaivo, prayer in school.. but 
once in office they don’t do anything about those things.

• WB, Moses sets an example of saying, bring in things to help with the work of God, 
and then says “stop stop, we have more than we need.” So we have to engage the 
balance of scarcity and generosity. Sabbath is disengagement from production and 
consumption. This can help to give more hours to the day, but also to help you be 
silent, still and a break from the production routine. We are still in the production 
routine, even when it’s leisure. We need reflective time that entertains alternatives. 



The production consumption machine does not want you to think.  “Sabbath” by 
Wayne Muller

• MB, are empires inherently bad, or can they be good? Depending on the definition 
and use an empire would change the perspective. If we used our American power to 
help with AIDS crisis, etc. is it possible to imagine an empire using their power for the 
sake of the world? Historically we don’t have any good counter examples of empires 
that did this.

• WB, pay attention to scripture and liturgy, it is saturated with political statements. We 
tenured U.S. Christians need to be in conversation with those around the world who 
know the bible and Christian is political.

• MB, in transforming a congregation, use skillful means, and don’t be afraid to offend or 
break ties. WB, pastoral teaching should be in metaphors. You need to make room 
for people to get into it the way they need too, and even ways we wouldn’t imagine. 
We don’t get anywhere by accenting issues. We generally lift up our moral code, not 
the gospels.

• MB, it’s not at all clear whether the notion of 12 male disciples was a thing of Jesus, or 
a creation later on to keep a structure.. 1 example is the lists of the disciples, there are 
around 7 that stick but the last few are different. Paul recognizes the women apostles. 
“Junia is a prominent apostle”  (junia has been translated to a male name because 
early translators cannot understand a women to be ‘prominent’). 

Evening Session
Marcus Borg

• Christian Teachings about War Peace & nonviolence
• speaking to some pastors who preached on peace before the war in Iraq, they 

reported back that it was more of a surprise to the parishioners
• Why don’t we know about teachings of Christian peace just as we know the creeds? 

it’s because we don’t know the teachings or don’t teach them.
• It’s important to realize that in the old testament, sometimes God commands war.
• to go to the teachings of Jesus himself, the Sermon on the Mount “Do not resist an 

evil doer with violence” “Love your enemies”  It means nonviolence in war, and not 
just personal

• More biblical passages: “Do not repay evil with evil,..” “Overcome evil with good”
• Currently there are two attitudes towards war: 1. Early Christian NonViolence (or 

sometimes called pacifism) For the first three centuries Christians were committed to 
nonviolence and refused to participate in war. Teachings related to teachings of Jesus. 
2. Just War Theory (or justifiable war theory) which emerges around 400. It’s 
attributed to Augustian. During the 300’s Christianity became the dominant religion of 
the roman empire. Constantine made it legal, it was illegal, but now Christians are in 
the majority... the question comes now that we are the majority do we have a moral 
obligation? the criteria for a justifiable war, it must be a war of self-defense, you may 
not start a war, it must be a last resort, you must try all peaceful means before starting 
a conflict, noncombatant community (you may not go after anyone except soldiers, 
the means must be proportionate to the ends. 

• Just War has been the official teaching of most Christian groups ever since. 
Preemptive war cannot be justified by or through Christian teachings.

• “God’s Long Winter” -Charles Marsh
• myth of american exceptionality, the rules don’t apply to us.
• “We are drunk with the wine of our own exceptionality.” -Jim Lawson
• the Crusades: address a period of history as well as an attitude within that history. 

lasted a couple of centuries and began to loose. the crusader attitude is ‘holy war’ and 
the enemy is seen not just as the enemy, but as the enemy of God. and because the 
enemy is the enemy of God, anything goes. No rules need to be honored or mercy 
shown.



• Identification with ones countries cause in a time of war: the vast majority of Christians 
since the 14th century have supported their country when it goes to war. Patriotism is 
seen in the U.S. and other countries as a Christian duty. It’s not just Christianity that 
does this, but other countries too, it’s kinda universal. Christian on both sides of a 
conflict have done this (Christian nations of Europe Wars, WWI, and Civil War fighting 
each other). All tended to take the “God is on our side.”

• Why is it the case that most Christians have supported their country when they have 
gone to war? even when it’s not a justifiable war. the answer is simple, most people 
go along with the conventional wisdom of their country. Socialization is the 
internalization of convention. “Conventional, cultural attitudes requires mass hypnosis 
means living in a trance like state.” -Sam Keeting(?) - “Collective Paranoia” - we learn 
to fear what our culture fears. So most have found that if their country goes to war, of 
course they are right. Politics of fear traditionally go together. the terrorism alert, it’s 
always yellow, goes up and down to orange.. perpetuating a “collective paranoia.”

• There is a passive form of pacifism or an active form of pacifism.. an passive form of 
nonviolence and an active form for nonviolence. Jesus taught an active nonviolence.

• we have a mistranslation of Matthew 5:9 “do not resist evil” it seems to counsel 
nonresistance to evil. turned into legitmation for being a doormat. the proper 
translation, “do not resist evil violently”

• Study Walter Wink - “Jesus and nonviolence
• If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other one. Why the right cheek? 

there is an honor code. the left hand was used to clean yourself after the bathroom. if 
one was to hit you on the right cheek is to hit as a superior, but if you turned the other 
cheek then they’d have to hit you with an overhand blow which is a blow of an equal. 
thus saying that you refuse to take a hit as an inferior.

• so, how does with war that goes against both sides of Christian war perspectives get 
started out of the largest Christian nation? because we do not teach about our active 
nonviolence. 

• we do need to do the terrible alternative for the sake of our Christian discipleship, our 
country and world.

Walter Brueggemann
Promise land

• important books with regard to what “Weapons of the Weak” & “Domination and the 
Arts of Resistance” -James Scott (anthropologist)

• Texts: Ex. 16:23, Numbers 13, Joshua5:12 “The manna ceased when they ate the 
crops of the land of canaan.” they didn’t need miracles.

• Duet.6&8 are a celebration of the land, yet Moses gives a warning. “take care that you 
do not forget the Lord your God” “do not say that the power in 'my' strength’ gave 
me all this” affluence creates amnesia, excessive well-being creates loss of 
remembrance, what brought you here.. the mandates that have arisen from the 
miracles.

• Israel works itself free of God’s mandates cause we don’t need manna anymore.
• Psalm78, is a loooooong ‘hidden transcript’ a new generation should be situationed in 

an imagination of the past.
• what they are telling the children that in the historical precedent, there is divine process 

and it matters immensely. 
• parents need to raise their children up saying this or there isn’t going to be a church. in 

order to put their hope in God and not the empire.
• hope is the ground of obedience, and people who are hopeless will not obey the 

purposes of God.
• the psalmist was worried about amnesia of children as it would develop 

disobedience. a faith not faithful to God.
• amnesia produces arrogance and self-sufficiency and the imagination that we are 



autonomous.
• the threat of amnesia is immense when it becomes self-sufficient and doesn’t need 

the manna. it’s up to the prophets. Hosea2, is the most sustained hidden transcript 
about this problem. H2 is a long poem. God is basically saying i gave you all the 
stuff you think you got from other gods, so let’s see how it goes without them

• arrogant self-sufficiency, produces alienation and death. the verdict in H2 is that “i will 
uncover her shame and i will lay waste her vine and fig trees. i will make her life 
impossible because life can only be lived on my terms”

• having stuff changes everybody. the invitation is, you have to reflect on what is 
happening to you because you feel so safe...

• YahWeh remembers and YahWeh forgets.. the future depends on YahWeh 
remembering well and YahWeh forgetting well.

• Hosea2, end of v13. “I will forget her” the wonder is that after verse 13, there are 
some more verses. in v14 “it must have taken a long time for YahWeh to get to 
verse 14” - he says “therefore, I will whoo her and speak sweet nothings in her ear, I 
will bring her back into the wilderness & after we live on a manna diet for awhile” then 
we will reenter the land, not alienated.. a new covenant a new marriage. 19-20, it’s a 
marriage vow.. “you will know me”

• Jer31:31-34, a text in the exile, “I am making a new covenant” with the house of 
Israel. I’m with ya. This time you will all know the Torah and live by the Torah. “I will 
forgive their inequity and know their sin no more.” 

• he does not keep his anger forever, life can begin again
• Isa49:14, quotes Lamentation5:20. why have you forgotten us? why have you 

forsaken us? it’s a quote from the liturgy.. 15, “can a nursing mother forget her sucking 
child?” she is mother and mother must nurse child Israel.

• John13, this is the last hosting Jesus does for his disciples. he washes his disciples 
feet. it is a call for his disciples to engage in an active remember, resisting amnesia. 
and the way to do that is to create overt acts of solidarity like foot washing. gives them 
a new commandment, “love one another.”  wb, “When we fail to remember we will 
fail to Love.”

• Corinthians13, do this in remembrance of me. or have loss of memory, loss of meal, 
loss of generous love. self-made people not to eat together. self-made people tend 
not to be very generous in their love of neighbor. you eat with children to tell them 
stories, and when you don’t eat together they don’t know.

• “Torture and Eucharist” -William Cavanaugh (best book last 10 years) - the antidote to 
torture, is the Eucharist. it connects people to each other in gratitude. the catholic church 
in chile began to bring people together in communities of trust to where the tactics of 
fear no longer work. the church out imagined the generals.

• the problem for most of us is entertainment and (satiation?), when you are given the 
ritual of bread of wine, it’s not a private thing, but it’s a huge political statement that we 
are driven by the politics of generosity. it is not just bread and wine, but it is also the 
‘hidden transcript’ as a challenge to the empire. 

• do this in remembrance, you are creating this as an act against amnesia.
• “it is time to love each other”
• our society has always been a mix of vision and violence. but there is not doubt that 

the story of european immigration. out society was a society that welcomed strangers. 
we were welcoming of strangers, then came industrial revolution, then came 
Roosevelt  with the great society, then came technology which isolated us and yet 
connected us, then came the society without a public good.

• the question in a society of amnesia might be this, “what is it like to be remembered?” 
“what is it like to be remembered when all of our nations are overwhelmed by love?” 
a thinkness that doubts technological solutions. it is the task of the church in a society of 
amnesia to say, take head lest you forget.

• “blessed we be rich in things and poor in soul”



• the church challenge is to ask, “how do we become rich in soul and does that require 
us to become poor in things?”

Quotables
• “We have to out-bible the right wing” -WB
• “1 Kings 8:9, I think was written by a janitor.” -WB
• “God said, I’m getting out of here, this place is shitty.” -WB
• “There are some things you got to believe whether they make sense or not, that 

makes no sense to me.” -MB
• “Fascism is the inability to entertain and alternative.” -WB
• “I don’t have a clue.” -MB
• “Sometimes we are so afraid of being divisive that we will let a small part of a 

congregation hold the rest hostage, so not to offend them.” -MB
• “One incite by the parishioner is worth a thousand urgings by the pastor.” -WB
• “Have bible, will talk.” -WB


